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business. If this condition is fulfilled, the comprehension
of the modern reform can be successfully linked with it.
The performance of these two tasks will occupy, then, the
first division of our description.

The second division comprises an explanation of the law
and practice of parliamentary procedure as found at the
present day. The historical account of each part will be
given in the shape of a note or excursus on the correspond-
ing section. The legal and politico-historical material, which
our authorities provide for a study of the principles of our
subject, can, as it seems to me, best be utilised in such
appendices. It is to be hoped that the historic character
of the modern procedure, notwithstanding all recent radical
alterations, may thus receive full and fitting recognition.

The final part of the work attempts to sum up the theo-
retical results which flow from the account which has been
given. The parliamentary system of England is not only
the pioneer and type of all modern representative constitu-
tions ; it remains to this day the ripest, the most spontaneous
and the most stable realisation of the great conception of
representative self-government. We may, therefore, reason-
ably expect that the general scientific problem in public
law presented by the mechanism of parliamentary work
will receive from England its fullest and most instructive
elucidation.

The present translation of my work is substantially a
reproduction of the German edition published in 1905, the
chief alteration being the omission of the chapter upon
Private Bill procedure. But it has been necessary to take
account of the important changes made since that date, and
my readers are fortunate in being able to have these
explained by Sir Courtenay Ilbert in a Supplementary
Chapter. References to this chapter are given in notes to
such passages as have been rendered out of date by the
alterations made. Sir Courtenay Ilbert has further added
to the value of this book by reading the proofs and kindly
suggesting many improvements. My grateful thanks are due